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Project ECHO

Mission
• To democratize medical knowledge and get best practice care to 

underserved people all over the world
• Vision – to touch the lives of 1 billion people by 2025

Extension for Community Health Outcomes

Founder
Dr Sanjeev Arora,
UNM
Albuquerque



ECHO Model of Care Tele-mentoring
Program

Arora S, Geppert CM, Kalishmanv S, et al: Acad Med. 2007;82:154-60

Four basic principles
1. Using technology to leverage scarce resources to deliver the right knowledge, training and 

administration, to the right people, at the right time

2. Share best practices to reduce disparities of healthcare

3. Employ case-based learning to master disease complexities

4. Monitor outcomes to ensure ongoing benefit: Web-based data base



VIRAL HEPATITIS IN SSA
HUB
South Africa
Liver clinic, Groote Schuur Hospital
SPOKES
South Africa 
Johannesburg 
Port Elizabeth 
East London 
George

Sub-Saharan Africa 
Zimbabwe 
Mozambique   
Kenya

SPOKES evolve to HUBS



Research in Africa

Less than 1% of currently ongoing clinical HCC trials are
conducted on the continent

Lamarca A, et al. Critical Reviews in Oncology/Hematology 2016;105:65–72



GI Hepatology ECHOof subSaharanAfrica
Thursdayafternoon W E E K L Y  interactivewebinars

Thursday 5 November 2020

G-ECHOENDOSCOPY
Practical Endotherapyfor nonvariceal bleeding 
Dr Galya Chinnery                                                           
Senior Consultant, Surgical Gastroenterology,         Groote 
Schuur Hospital & UCT

Approachtoliver abscesses 
Prof Sandie Thomson      Emeritus 
Professor
Division of Gastroenterology, Groote Schuur Hospital & UCT

D r G a ly a C h in nery

P rof S a nd ie T h om s on

GMT 14:00
West Africa                     15:00
Central/South Africa     16:00
East Africa 17:00

Queries:
Cheryl Valentine valdent@telkomsa.net

Karin Fenton Karin.fenton@uct.ac.za

Please pre-register to attend
https://echo.zoom.us/j/91200339042?pwd=RHJPMUNRNG1KUzBqL1hKME9QLzhCUT09

www.gastrofoundation.co.za
The recordings of these webinars are available on the Gastro Foundation website

G-ECHO
A proud initiative of the Gastroenterology Foundation of sub Saharan Africa in partnership with 

Project ECHO and the University of New Mexico

I n 2 0 1 8 t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e E x t e n s i o n f o r

C o m m u n i t y H e a l t h c a r e O u t c o m e s

( E C H O ) m o d e l o f t e l e - m e n t o r i n g f o r t h e

t r e a t m e n t o f c h r o n i c v i r a l h e p a t i t i s B a n d C w a s

i n i t i a t e d b y P r o f e s s o r ’ s W e n d y S p e a r m a n

a n d M a r kS o n d e r u p  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e

F o u n d a t i o n .    E C H O  l i n k s  t h e  C a p e  T o w n  H u b

w i t h    s p o k e s    i n    J o h a n n e s b u r g    ( S A ) ,    K u m a s i

( G h a n a ) ,    L a g o s    ( N i g e r i a )   a n d   A d d i s   A b a b a

( E t h i o p i a )  o n  a  m o n t h l y  b a s i s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

h a s  g r o w n a s  i t  h a s  m a t u r e d . W i t h  t h e  a d v e n t

o f  C O V I D , t h e E C H O m o d e l  h a s b e e n m o d i f i e d

t o    i n c l u d e   w e e k l y    C O V I D - r e l a t e d   m e e t i n g s

h o s t e d b y e x p e r t s i n t h e f i e l d  o f e p i d e m i o l o g y

a n d i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s .

N o w  w e    p l a n  t o  e x t e n d  E C H O  m e e t i n g s  t o

o t h e r  a s p e c t s   o f  G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y ,  b e g i n n i n g

i n  S e p t e m b e r 2 0 2 0 w i t h  G - E C H O  i n c o r p o r a t i n g

a    w e e k l y    p r o g r a m m e    w h i c h    i n c l u d e s    

G IE n d o s c o p y ,  I n f l a m m a t o r y  B o w e l  d i s e a s e  ( I B D ) ,

G-ECHO
A p r o u d i n i t i a t i v e o f  t h e G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y

F o u n d a t i o n o f s u b S a h a r a n A f r i c a i n

p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h P r o j e c t E C H O a n d t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y o f  N e w M e x i c o .

Prof V ernon Louw                     
P a t i e n t B l o o d M a n a g e m e n t ( P B M ) a n d  a  M D T

a p p r o a c h   t o  t h e  S c r e e n i n g  a n d  t r e a t m e n t   o f

L i v e r  c a n c e r  ( H C C )  i n  S S A .  C O V I D  r e l a t e d  i s s u e s

w i l l  b e a d d r e s s e d b y e a c h s u b - s p e c i a l t y .

T h e  e n d o s c o p y  p r o g r a m ,   i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h

t h e  W o r l d  E n d o s c o p y  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( W E O ) ,  w i l l

C h e r y l V a l e n t i n e e c h o w o r k s 2 0 2 0 @ g m a i l . c o m
i n c l u d e  a  s e r i e s  o f  t a l k s  h o s t e d  b y  W E O  

f a c u l t y o n  a s p e c t s o f G I  e n d o s c o p y  r e l e v a n t t o t h e S S A

c o n t i n e n t .

G-ECHO
GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa

Thursday afternoon W E E K L Y interactive case webinars

Thursday 8 October 2020 
Patient Blood Management : 

Replacing blood with iron
I r o n p h y s i o l o g y ,  & t h e d i a g n o s i s o f  i r o n d e f i c i e n c y a n a e m i a

P r o f V e r n o n L o u w

I n v e s t i g a t i n g i r o n d e f i c i e n c y a n a e m i a – a g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i s t ’ s a p p r o a c h  

P r o f M a s h i k o S e t s h e d i

Prof Mashiko Setshedi

G M T 1 4 : 0 0

W e s t A f r i c a 1 5 :0 0

C e n t r a l / S o u t h e r n A f r i c a     1 6 : 0 0

E a s t A f r i c a 1 7 : 0 0

Q u e r i e s :

K a r i n F e n t o n   k a r i n . f e n t o n @ u c t . a c . z a

Please pre-register to attend
h ttp s ://e c h o . z o o m .u s /j /9 8 3 3 5 5 0 3 1 7 2 ? p w d = M U R X W F lN e D B 3 R lU 5 K 2 U 3 c 2 U v e H F n Q T 0 9

www.gastrofoundation.co.za
T h e  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  t h e s e  w e b i n a r s  a r e  a v a i la b l e  o n  t h e  G a s t r o  F o u n d a t io n  w e b s i t e

In 2 0 1 8 t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e E x t e n s i o n f o r

C o m m u n i t y H e a l t h c a r e O u t c o m e s

( E C H O ) m o d e l o f t e l e - m e n t o r i n g f o r t h e

t r e a t m e n t o f c h r o n i c v i r a l h e p a t i t i s B a n d C w a s

i n i t i a t e d b y P r o f e s s o r ’ s W e n d y S p e a r m a n

a n d M a r k S o n d e r u p i n S o u t h A f r i c a a n d

f a c i l i t a t e d b y t h e F o u n d a t i o n . E C H O l i n k s t h e

C a p e T o w n H u b w i t h s p o k e s i n

J o h a n n e s b u r g ( S A ) , K u m a s i ( G h a n a ) , L a g o s

( N i g e r i a ) a n d A d d i s A b a b a ( E t h i o p i a ) o n a

m o n t h l y b a s i s a n d p a r t i c i p a t i o n h a s g r o w n a s i t

h a s m a t u r e d . W i t h t h e a d v e n t o f C O V I D , t h e

E C H O m o d e l h a s b e e n m o d i f i e d t o i n c l u d e

w e e k l y C O V I D - r e l a t e d m e e t i n g s h o s t e d b y

e x p e r t s i n t h e f i e l d o f e p i d e m i o l o g y a n d

i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s .
N o w  w e    p l a n  t o  e x t e n d  E C H O  m e e t i n g s  t o

o t h e r a s p e c t s o f G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y , b e g i n n i n g

i n S e p t e m b e r 2 0 2 0 w i t h G - E C H O i n c o r p o r a t i n g

a w e e k l y p r o g r a m m e w h i c h i n c l u d e s

G I E n d o s c o p y , I n f l a m m a t o r y B o w e l d i s e a s e

( I B D ) , P a t i e n t B l o o d M a n a g e m e n t ( P B M ) a n d a

M D T a p p r o a c h t o t h e S c r e e n i n g a n d

t r e a t m e n t o f L i v e r c a n c e r ( H C C ) i n S S A . C O V I D

r e l a t e d i s s u e s w i l l b e a d d r e s s e d b y e a c h s u b -

s p e c i a l t y .T h e  e n d o s c o p y  p r o g r a m ,   i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h

t h e W o r l d E n d o s c o p y O r g a n i z a t i o n ( W E O ) , w i l l

i n c l u d e a s e r i e s o f t a l k s h o s t e d b y W E O f a c u l t y

o n a s p e c t s o f G I e n d o s c o p y r e l e v a n t t o t h e S S A

c o n t i n e n t .

G-ECHO
A p r o u d i n i t i a t i v e o f t h e G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y

F o u n d a t i o n o f s u b S a h a r a n A f r i c a i n  

p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h P r o j e c t E C H O a n d t h e

U n i v e r s i t y o f N e w M e x i c o .

G-ECHO
GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa

Thursday afternoon W E E K L Y interactive case webinars

Thursday 17 September 2020
Inflammatory Bowel Disease

C o n v e n t i o n a l t h e r a p y i n t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f I B D

P r o f G i l l  W a t e r m e y e r

C a s e p r e s e n t a t i o n :  I n t e r a c t i v e d i s c u s s i o n

P r o f M a s h i k o S e t s h e d i

G M T 1 4 : 0 0

W e s t A f r i c a 1 5 :0 0

C e n t r a l / S o u t h e r n A f r i c a     1 6 : 0 0

E a s t A f r i c a 1 7 : 0 0

Q u e r i e s :

C h e r y l V a l e n t i n e v a l d e n t @ t e l k o m s a . n e t

K a r i n F e n t o n   K a r i n . f e n t o n @ u c t . a c . z a

Please pre-register to attend
h t t p s : / / e c h o . z o o m . u s / j/ 9 3 8 8 0 8 6 1 1 6 0 ? p w d = Y W 9 X d 3 lr Y 0 h E W G F z O C 8 2 S W F k V G t H d z 0 9

www.gastrofoundation.co.za
T h e  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  t h e s e  w e b i n a r s  w i l l  b e  a v a i la b l e  o n  t h e  G a s t r o  F o u n d a t i o n  w e b s i t e

GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa
Wednesday afternoon W E E K L Y interactive webinars

Wednesday 17 February 2021

Hepatocellular cancer
Welcome and Introduction

P r o f  E d u a r d  J o n a s
C a p e T o w n , S o u t h  A f r i c a

Treatment overview  – Where do we stand today?
D r M a r c  B e r n o n

C a p e T o w n , S o u t h  A f r i c a

MDT cases
D r O n e s a i  C h i h a k a ,  H a r a r e ,  Z i m b a b w e

D r K a r a n  G a n d h i ,  N a i r o b i ,  K e n y a
D r R a s h i d  N a s h i d e n g o ,  W i n d h o e k ,  N a m i b i a

F e e d b a c k  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s

Dr M a rc Bernon

Dr Onesai Chiha ka

Dr Ka ra n Ga ndhi

Dr Ra shid Nashideng o

G M T 1 4 : 3 0

W e s t A f r i c a                           

1 5 : 3 0

C e n t r a l / S o u t h A f r i c a      1 6 : 3 0

E a s t A f r i c a                             
1 7 : 3 0

Q u e r i e s :

C h e r y l V a l e n t i n e e c h o w o r k s 2 0 2 0 @ g m a i l . c o m

K a r i n F e n t o n   K a r i n . f e n t o n @ u c t . a c . z a

Please pre-register to attend
h t t p s : / / e c h o . z o o m . u s / j / 9 5 4 8 1 5 3 3 0 8 7 ? p w d = N l o 5 S G h r Z z U w V U U 2 d E d Y Q T R v a X l n U T 0 9

www.gastrofoundation.co.za
T h e r e c o r d i n g s o f t h e s e w e b i n a r s a r e a v a i l a b l e o n t h e G a s t r o F o u n d a t i o n w e b s i t e

G-ECHO
A p r o u d i n i t i a t i v e o f t h e G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y F o u n d a t i o n o f s u b S a h a r a n A f r i c a i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h

P r o j e c t E C H O a n d t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f N e w M e x i c o

I n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h

P l a t i n u m S i l v e r B r o n z e

P ro f  M a r t i n  J o h n  H a l e ,  M B  C h B ,  L R C P ( E d i n ) ,  

L R C S ( E d in ) ,  L R C P & S ( G l a s ) ,  F C  P a t h

P r o f  M a rt i n  H a le  i s  a  s p e c i a l is t  a n a t o m ic a l  p a t h o l o g i s t  

w h o  h a s  s p e n t  h i s  e n t i r e  c a r e e r  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  p u b l ic  

s e c t o r  b o t h  i n  Z im b a b w e  a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  H e  h a s  

e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  d i s e a s e s  t h a t  a re  p r e v a l e n t  i n  

s u b - S a h a r a n  A f r ic a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  a n d  

m a l ig n a n c y ,  i n c l u s i v e  o f  H IV .

R e c e n t ly  h e  h a s  h e a d e d  u p  h i s t o p a t h o l o g y  s u p p o r t  t o  

t h e  l iv e r  t ra n s p la n t  u n i t  w h i c h  i s  t h e  l a rg e s t  o f  i t s  

k i n d  o n  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t .

H e  i s  c o m m it t e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p a t h o lo g y  i n  

s u b - S a h a r a n  A f r ic a ,  a s i g n i f ic a n t  m i le s t o n e   b e i n g  t h e  

s u c c e s s f u l  h o s t i n g  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  o f  P a t h o l o g y  i n  C a p e  T o w n ,  S o u t h  

A f r i c a  i n  2 0 1 2 ,  a  f i rs t  f o r  t h e  A f r ic a n  c o n t i n e n t .

P r o f  H a le  h a s  b e e n  i n v o lv e d  w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  

c o l la b o ra t i v e  r e s e a r c h  p ro je c t s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  p r e s e n t e d  

a t  n u m e ro u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s ,  a u t h o r e d  a n d  c o -

a u t h o r e d  p e e r  r e v i e w e d  p u b l ic a t i o n s  a n d  b o o k  c h a p t e r s  

a n d  s u p e rv i s e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  H e  

h a s  b e e n  c o l la b o ra t i n g  w i t h  P ro f  S h a b i r  M a d h i  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c h i l d h o o d  m o r t a l i t y ,  a n d  re c e n t l y ,  t h e  

S A R S - C o V - 2  p a n d e m i c .

G - E C H O

A  p r o u d  i n it i a t iv e  o f  t h e  G a s t r o e n t e ro l o g y  

F o u n d a t i o n  o f  s u b  S a h a r a n  A f r i c a               i n  

p a r t n e r s h ip  w it h  P ro je c t  E C H O  a n d  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  M e x ic o

G-ECHO PATHOLOGY
GI HepatologyECHOof sub SaharanAfrica

Thursday afternoon W E E K L Y interactive case webinars

HEPATOLOGY
C L IN IC O - P A T H O L O G IC A L C A S E P R E S E N T A T IO N S

Thursday 12November 2020
M o d e r a t o r : P r o f M a s h i k o S e t s h e d i

Approach to the normal liver microanatomy
P r o f M a rt i n H a l e , W it s

Case presentation
D r B i l a l B o b a t

A 3 6 y e a r o ld m a n w i t h H I V , d y s p h a g i a a n d a b n o r m a l L i v e r A s s o c i a t e d E n z y m e s

Prof Martin Hale

Dr Bilal Bobat

G M T 1 4 :0 0

W e s t A f r i c a 1 5 :0 0

C e n t r a l/ S o u t h e r n A f r i c a 1 6 :0 0

E a s t A f r i c a 1 7 :0 0

Q u e r i e s :

C h e r y l V a l e n t in e v a ld e n t @ t e l k o m s a . n e t

K a r i n F e n t o n   k a r in . f e n t o n @ u c t . a c . z a

Pleasepre-register to attend 
h t t p s :/ / e c h o . z o o m . u s / j/ 9 7 6 2 9 3 2 6 1 0 4 ? p w d = S 2 h W N k V 3 K 3 J C W E R J R H Z G b m x H b X o v U T 0 9  

www.gastrofoundation.co.za
T h e  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  t h e s e  w e b i n a r s a re  a v a i la b l e  o n  t h e  G a s t r o  F o u n d a t io n  w e b s i t e

mailto:CherylValentinevaldent%40telkomsa.net
mailto:KarinFentonKarin.fenton%40uct.ac.za
http://www.gastrofoundation.co.za/
mailto:CherylValentineechoworks2020%40gmail.com
mailto:KarinFentonkarin.fenton%40uct.ac.za
http://www.gastrofoundation.co.za/
mailto:CherylValentinevaldent%40telkomsa.net
mailto:KarinFentonKarin.fenton%40uct.ac.za
http://www.gastrofoundation.co.za/
mailto:CherylValentineechoworks2020%40gmail.com
mailto:KarinFentonKarin.fenton%40uct.ac.za
http://www.gastrofoundation.co.za/
mailto:CherylValentinevaldent%40telkomsa.net
mailto:KarinFentonkarin.fenton%40uct.ac.za
http://www.gastrofoundation.co.za/


GI Hepatology ECHOof subSaharanAfrica
Thursdayafternoon W E E K L Y  interactivewebinars

Thursday 5 November 2020

G-ECHOENDOSCOPY
Practical Endotherapyfor nonvariceal bleeding 
Dr Galya Chinnery                                                           
Senior Consultant, Surgical Gastroenterology,         Groote 
Schuur Hospital & UCT

Approachtoliver abscesses 
Prof Sandie Thomson      Emeritus 
Professor
Division of Gastroenterology, Groote Schuur Hospital & UCT

D r G a ly a C h in nery

P rof S a nd ie T h om s on

GMT 14:00
West Africa                     15:00
Central/South Africa     16:00
East Africa 17:00

Queries:
Cheryl Valentine valdent@telkomsa.net

Karin Fenton Karin.fenton@uct.ac.za

Please pre-register to attend
https://echo.zoom.us/j/91200339042?pwd=RHJPMUNRNG1KUzBqL1hKME9QLzhCUT09

www.gastrofoundation.co.za
The recordings of these webinars are available on the Gastro Foundation website

G-ECHO
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I n 2 0 1 8 t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e E x t e n s i o n f o r

C o m m u n i t y H e a l t h c a r e O u t c o m e s

( E C H O ) m o d e l o f t e l e - m e n t o r i n g f o r t h e

t r e a t m e n t o f c h r o n i c v i r a l h e p a t i t i s B a n d C w a s

i n i t i a t e d b y P r o f e s s o r ’ s W e n d y S p e a r m a n

a n d M a r kS o n d e r u p  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e

F o u n d a t i o n .    E C H O  l i n k s  t h e  C a p e  T o w n  H u b

w i t h    s p o k e s    i n    J o h a n n e s b u r g    ( S A ) ,    K u m a s i

( G h a n a ) ,    L a g o s    ( N i g e r i a )   a n d   A d d i s   A b a b a

( E t h i o p i a )  o n  a  m o n t h l y  b a s i s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

h a s  g r o w n a s  i t  h a s  m a t u r e d . W i t h  t h e  a d v e n t

o f  C O V I D , t h e E C H O m o d e l  h a s b e e n m o d i f i e d

t o    i n c l u d e   w e e k l y    C O V I D - r e l a t e d   m e e t i n g s

h o s t e d b y e x p e r t s i n t h e f i e l d  o f e p i d e m i o l o g y

a n d i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s .

N o w  w e    p l a n  t o  e x t e n d  E C H O  m e e t i n g s  t o

o t h e r  a s p e c t s   o f  G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y ,  b e g i n n i n g

i n  S e p t e m b e r 2 0 2 0 w i t h  G - E C H O  i n c o r p o r a t i n g

a    w e e k l y    p r o g r a m m e    w h i c h    i n c l u d e s    

G IE n d o s c o p y ,  I n f l a m m a t o r y  B o w e l  d i s e a s e  ( I B D ) ,

G-ECHO
A p r o u d i n i t i a t i v e o f  t h e G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y

F o u n d a t i o n o f s u b S a h a r a n A f r i c a i n

p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h P r o j e c t E C H O a n d t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y o f  N e w M e x i c o .

Prof V ernon Louw                     
P a t i e n t B l o o d M a n a g e m e n t ( P B M ) a n d  a  M D T

a p p r o a c h   t o  t h e  S c r e e n i n g  a n d  t r e a t m e n t   o f

L i v e r  c a n c e r  ( H C C )  i n  S S A .  C O V I D  r e l a t e d  i s s u e s

w i l l  b e a d d r e s s e d b y e a c h s u b - s p e c i a l t y .

T h e  e n d o s c o p y  p r o g r a m ,   i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h

t h e  W o r l d  E n d o s c o p y  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( W E O ) ,  w i l l

C h e r y l V a l e n t i n e e c h o w o r k s 2 0 2 0 @ g m a i l . c o m
i n c l u d e  a  s e r i e s  o f  t a l k s  h o s t e d  b y  W E O  

f a c u l t y o n  a s p e c t s o f G I  e n d o s c o p y  r e l e v a n t t o t h e S S A

c o n t i n e n t .
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Thursday 8 October 2020 
Patient Blood Management : 

Replacing blood with iron
I r o n p h y s i o l o g y ,  & t h e d i a g n o s i s o f  i r o n d e f i c i e n c y a n a e m i a

P r o f V e r n o n L o u w

I n v e s t i g a t i n g i r o n d e f i c i e n c y a n a e m i a – a g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i s t ’ s a p p r o a c h  

P r o f M a s h i k o S e t s h e d i

Prof Mashiko Setshedi
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W e s t A f r i c a 1 5 :0 0

C e n t r a l / S o u t h e r n A f r i c a     1 6 : 0 0

E a s t A f r i c a 1 7 : 0 0

Q u e r i e s :

K a r i n F e n t o n   k a r i n . f e n t o n @ u c t . a c . z a
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In 2 0 1 8 t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e E x t e n s i o n f o r

C o m m u n i t y H e a l t h c a r e O u t c o m e s

( E C H O ) m o d e l o f t e l e - m e n t o r i n g f o r t h e

t r e a t m e n t o f c h r o n i c v i r a l h e p a t i t i s B a n d C w a s

i n i t i a t e d b y P r o f e s s o r ’ s W e n d y S p e a r m a n

a n d M a r k S o n d e r u p i n S o u t h A f r i c a a n d

f a c i l i t a t e d b y t h e F o u n d a t i o n . E C H O l i n k s t h e

C a p e T o w n H u b w i t h s p o k e s i n

J o h a n n e s b u r g ( S A ) , K u m a s i ( G h a n a ) , L a g o s

( N i g e r i a ) a n d A d d i s A b a b a ( E t h i o p i a ) o n a

m o n t h l y b a s i s a n d p a r t i c i p a t i o n h a s g r o w n a s i t

h a s m a t u r e d . W i t h t h e a d v e n t o f C O V I D , t h e

E C H O m o d e l h a s b e e n m o d i f i e d t o i n c l u d e

w e e k l y C O V I D - r e l a t e d m e e t i n g s h o s t e d b y

e x p e r t s i n t h e f i e l d o f e p i d e m i o l o g y a n d

i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s .
N o w  w e    p l a n  t o  e x t e n d  E C H O  m e e t i n g s  t o

o t h e r a s p e c t s o f G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y , b e g i n n i n g

i n S e p t e m b e r 2 0 2 0 w i t h G - E C H O i n c o r p o r a t i n g

a w e e k l y p r o g r a m m e w h i c h i n c l u d e s

G I E n d o s c o p y , I n f l a m m a t o r y B o w e l d i s e a s e

( I B D ) , P a t i e n t B l o o d M a n a g e m e n t ( P B M ) a n d a

M D T a p p r o a c h t o t h e S c r e e n i n g a n d

t r e a t m e n t o f L i v e r c a n c e r ( H C C ) i n S S A . C O V I D

r e l a t e d i s s u e s w i l l b e a d d r e s s e d b y e a c h s u b -

s p e c i a l t y .T h e  e n d o s c o p y  p r o g r a m ,   i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h

t h e W o r l d E n d o s c o p y O r g a n i z a t i o n ( W E O ) , w i l l

i n c l u d e a s e r i e s o f t a l k s h o s t e d b y W E O f a c u l t y

o n a s p e c t s o f G I e n d o s c o p y r e l e v a n t t o t h e S S A

c o n t i n e n t .

G-ECHO
A p r o u d i n i t i a t i v e o f t h e G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y

F o u n d a t i o n o f s u b S a h a r a n A f r i c a i n  

p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h P r o j e c t E C H O a n d t h e

U n i v e r s i t y o f N e w M e x i c o .
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Thursday afternoon W E E K L Y interactive case webinars

Thursday 17 September 2020
Inflammatory Bowel Disease

C o n v e n t i o n a l t h e r a p y i n t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f I B D

P r o f G i l l  W a t e r m e y e r

C a s e p r e s e n t a t i o n :  I n t e r a c t i v e d i s c u s s i o n

P r o f M a s h i k o S e t s h e d i

G M T 1 4 : 0 0

W e s t A f r i c a 1 5 :0 0

C e n t r a l / S o u t h e r n A f r i c a     1 6 : 0 0

E a s t A f r i c a 1 7 : 0 0

Q u e r i e s :

C h e r y l V a l e n t i n e v a l d e n t @ t e l k o m s a . n e t

K a r i n F e n t o n   K a r i n . f e n t o n @ u c t . a c . z a

Please pre-register to attend
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GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa
Wednesday afternoon W E E K L Y interactive webinars

Wednesday 17 February 2021

Hepatocellular cancer
Welcome and Introduction

P r o f  E d u a r d  J o n a s
C a p e T o w n , S o u t h  A f r i c a

Treatment overview  – Where do we stand today?
D r M a r c  B e r n o n

C a p e T o w n , S o u t h  A f r i c a

MDT cases
D r O n e s a i  C h i h a k a ,  H a r a r e ,  Z i m b a b w e

D r K a r a n  G a n d h i ,  N a i r o b i ,  K e n y a
D r R a s h i d  N a s h i d e n g o ,  W i n d h o e k ,  N a m i b i a

F e e d b a c k  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s

Dr M a rc Bernon

Dr Onesai Chiha ka

Dr Ka ra n Ga ndhi

Dr Ra shid Nashideng o

G M T 1 4 : 3 0

W e s t A f r i c a                           

1 5 : 3 0

C e n t r a l / S o u t h A f r i c a      1 6 : 3 0

E a s t A f r i c a                             
1 7 : 3 0

Q u e r i e s :

C h e r y l V a l e n t i n e e c h o w o r k s 2 0 2 0 @ g m a i l . c o m

K a r i n F e n t o n   K a r i n . f e n t o n @ u c t . a c . z a

Please pre-register to attend
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G-ECHO
A p r o u d i n i t i a t i v e o f t h e G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y F o u n d a t i o n o f s u b S a h a r a n A f r i c a i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h

P r o j e c t E C H O a n d t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f N e w M e x i c o

I n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h

P l a t i n u m S i l v e r B r o n z e

P ro f  M a r t i n  J o h n  H a l e ,  M B  C h B ,  L R C P ( E d i n ) ,  

L R C S ( E d in ) ,  L R C P & S ( G l a s ) ,  F C  P a t h

P r o f  M a rt i n  H a le  i s  a  s p e c i a l is t  a n a t o m ic a l  p a t h o l o g i s t  

w h o  h a s  s p e n t  h i s  e n t i r e  c a r e e r  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  p u b l ic  

s e c t o r  b o t h  i n  Z im b a b w e  a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  H e  h a s  

e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  d i s e a s e s  t h a t  a re  p r e v a l e n t  i n  

s u b - S a h a r a n  A f r ic a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  a n d  

m a l ig n a n c y ,  i n c l u s i v e  o f  H IV .

R e c e n t ly  h e  h a s  h e a d e d  u p  h i s t o p a t h o l o g y  s u p p o r t  t o  

t h e  l iv e r  t ra n s p la n t  u n i t  w h i c h  i s  t h e  l a rg e s t  o f  i t s  

k i n d  o n  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t .

H e  i s  c o m m it t e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p a t h o lo g y  i n  

s u b - S a h a r a n  A f r ic a ,  a s i g n i f ic a n t  m i le s t o n e   b e i n g  t h e  

s u c c e s s f u l  h o s t i n g  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  o f  P a t h o l o g y  i n  C a p e  T o w n ,  S o u t h  

A f r i c a  i n  2 0 1 2 ,  a  f i rs t  f o r  t h e  A f r ic a n  c o n t i n e n t .

P r o f  H a le  h a s  b e e n  i n v o lv e d  w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  

c o l la b o ra t i v e  r e s e a r c h  p ro je c t s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  p r e s e n t e d  

a t  n u m e ro u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s ,  a u t h o r e d  a n d  c o -

a u t h o r e d  p e e r  r e v i e w e d  p u b l ic a t i o n s  a n d  b o o k  c h a p t e r s  

a n d  s u p e rv i s e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  H e  

h a s  b e e n  c o l la b o ra t i n g  w i t h  P ro f  S h a b i r  M a d h i  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c h i l d h o o d  m o r t a l i t y ,  a n d  re c e n t l y ,  t h e  

S A R S - C o V - 2  p a n d e m i c .

G - E C H O

A  p r o u d  i n it i a t iv e  o f  t h e  G a s t r o e n t e ro l o g y  

F o u n d a t i o n  o f  s u b  S a h a r a n  A f r i c a               i n  

p a r t n e r s h ip  w it h  P ro je c t  E C H O  a n d  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  M e x ic o

G-ECHO PATHOLOGY
GI HepatologyECHOof sub SaharanAfrica

Thursday afternoon W E E K L Y interactive case webinars

HEPATOLOGY
C L IN IC O - P A T H O L O G IC A L C A S E P R E S E N T A T IO N S

Thursday 12November 2020
M o d e r a t o r : P r o f M a s h i k o S e t s h e d i

Approach to the normal liver microanatomy
P r o f M a rt i n H a l e , W it s

Case presentation
D r B i l a l B o b a t

A 3 6 y e a r o ld m a n w i t h H I V , d y s p h a g i a a n d a b n o r m a l L i v e r A s s o c i a t e d E n z y m e s

Prof Martin Hale

Dr Bilal Bobat

G M T 1 4 :0 0

W e s t A f r i c a 1 5 :0 0

C e n t r a l/ S o u t h e r n A f r i c a 1 6 :0 0

E a s t A f r i c a 1 7 :0 0

Q u e r i e s :
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Treatment overview – Where do we stand today?
Dr Marc Bernon

Cape Town, South Africa

MDT cases
Dr Onesai Chihaka, Harare, Zimbabwe

Dr Karan Gandhi, Nairobi, Kenya
Dr Rashid Nashidengo, Windhoek, Namibia

Feedback and next steps

Dr Marc Bernon

Dr Onesai Chihaka

Dr Karan Gandhi

Dr Rashid Nashidengo

• Chat on the platform
• eduard.jonas@uct.ac.za
• valdent@telkomsa.net
• karin.fenton@uct-ac-za

mailto:eduard.jonas%40uct.ac.za
mailto:valdent%40telkomsa.net


Project ECHO
 Tele-mentoring Program

Mission

• Founder: Dr Sanjeev Arora, Albuquerque, UNM
v 2003: <5% of 28 000 HCV pts treated, 8 month waiting time

• To democratize medical knowledge and get best practice 
care to underserved people all over the world

Goals
•  Develop capacity to safely and effectively treat HCV

• Rapidly expand the model to treat complex diseases in rural      
locations and developing countries

      Touch the lives of 1 Billion people by 2025



 ECHO Model of Care
Tele-mentoring Program

   Arora S, Geppert CM, Kalishmanv S, et al: Acad Med. 2007 Feb;82(2): 154-60

Four basic principles of ECHO model of care 

1. Using technology to leverage scarce resources
• Deliver the right knowledge, training and administration,        

to the right people, at the right time 

2.   Share best practices to reduce disparities of healthcare

3. Employ case-based learning to master disease complexities

4.   Monitor outcomes to ensure ongoing benefit: Web-based 
data base



How does ECHO work?
• ECHO links expert specialist teams at an academic ‘hub’ with primary 

care clinicians in local communities (the ‘spokes’)

• Together, they participate in weekly - monthly teleECHO clinics, which 
are like virtual grand rounds, combined with mentoring and patient case 
presentations

• 15 minute didactic lecture

• The clinics are supported by multipoint telehealth video technology
o ZOOM

• Train doctors, nurses, pharmacists, community healthcare workers 
and their teams within their own communities

•   Establish active learning loops





VIRAL HEPATITIS IN SSA
HUB: South Africa: Liver clinic, Groote Schuur Hospital

SPOKES: APRIL 2019
South Africa: Johannesburg, , Port Elizabeth, East London, George

4 Internationally linked spoke centres – EVOLVING INTO HUBS
•  Nigeria: The University of Lagos, Lagos (Prof Funmi Lesi)
•  Ghana: Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi                     

(Dr Mary Afihene)
•  Ethiopia:  Adis Ababa University Medical School (Prof Abate Shewaye)
•  London: UCL Institute of Liver & Digestive Disease; Kings College Hospital        

(Prof G Dusheiko); support and guidance



VIRAL HEPATITIS IN SSA

Expanded to involve
Mozambique
• Dr Lina Cunha

Ethiopia
• Prof Hailemichael Desalegn

Zimbabwe
• Dr Leo Katsidzira
Kenya
• Drs Fatma Some and Mercy

Case-based clinical presentations
• Didactic lectures: 20
• Management discussions: 40
Participants: 665
• 30 per meeting
Seminar: 110 participants
• WHO Prevention of HBV MTCT



Extension for Community Health Outcomes

Project ECHO : Viral Hepatitis in                 
sub-Saharan Africa





Supranational model in four pilot countries (South Africa, Nigeria, Ghana and Ethiopia)







Global impact of Project ECHO
• 34 countries
• 1 200 clinical sites in underserved communities

• Management of >50 different diseases 

Project ECHO, Lancet Gastro Hepatol Feb 2019 



Project ECHO
Mission
• Founder: Dr Sanjeev Arora, Albuquerque, New Mexico

• To democratize medical knowledge and get best practice 
care to underserved people all over the world

Goals
•  Develop capacity to safely and effectively treat HCV

• Develop a model to treat complex diseases in rural      
locations and developing countries

• Expanded into 23 countries, managing a range of   
chronic conditions: viral hepatitis – women’s health

Touch the lives of 1 Billion people by 2025





20 countries in SSA
50 – 100 participants

Beginning September 2020



www.gastrofoundation.co.za





 

        
  

 

 

 
 
 

  

Kulwinder S Dua completed his medical 
training/post-graduation in India (MBBS, DMSc 
Internal Medicine) and fellowship in 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology in the UK. He 
passed the British MRCP examination and 
subsequently was elected as the Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians of both, the London 
and the Edinburgh colleges. In 1992 he moved to 
the US and joined the faculty at the Division of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Medical 
College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. He is currently a 
Professor in the Department of Medicine and 
Pediatric and is Professor of Graduate School of 
Biomedical Sciences. He is US board certified in 
Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology. 
 

Dr Dua’s primary interest has been in advanced 
interventional endoscopy. He is an inventor and 
has several patents and FDA cleared devices. 
 

Dr Dua has over 150 publications in peer-reviewed 
journals and is on the editorial board of several 
journals. 
 

Recently Dr Dua was recognized in the scientific 
community for having re-grown the first human 
esophagus in-vivo using the principles of 
regenerative medicine (Dua et al, The Lancet, 
2016).  

G-ECHO 
A proud initiative of the Gastroenterology 

Foundation of sub Saharan Africa in partnership 
with Project ECHO and the University of New 

Mexico 
 
 

www.gastrofoundation.co.za 
 

The recordings of these webinars are available on 
the Gastro Foundation website 

 

 

G-ECHO 
GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa 

 

Thursday afternoon WEEKLY interactive case webinars  
 

 

Thursday 15 October 2020  
 

"Endoscopic Interventions for refractory benign esophageal strictures: 
 What's new" 

Dr Kulwinder Dua 
Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, USA 

 
 

Case presentation : Obscure gastrointestinal bleeding 
Dr Onesai Chihaka 

Parirenyatwa Hospital, Harare, Zimbabwe 
 

 

 
Dr Kulwinder Dua 

 

 
Dr Onesai Chihaka 

GMT                                      14:00 
West Africa                         15:00 
Central/Southern Africa    16:00 
East Africa                            17:00 

Queries: 
Cheryl Valentine echoworks2020@gmail.com 

 Karin Fenton  karin.fenton@uct.ac.za 
 

 
 

Please pre-register to attend 
https://echo.zoom.us/j/97313360178?pwd=Z3NlWm91VGVaK2JXc3dsb1lIMXdwZz09 

 
 



 

        
  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa 
 

Thursday afternoon WEEKLY interactive webinars  
 

 

Thursday 5 November 2020  
 

G-ECHO ENDOSCOPY 
 

Practical Endotherapy for non variceal bleeding 
Dr Galya Chinnery  
Senior Consultant, Surgical Gastroenterology, 
Groote Schuur Hospital & UCT 
 

Approach to liver abscesses 
Prof Sandie Thomson  
Emeritus Professor 
Division of Gastroenterology, Groote Schuur Hospital & UCT 
  
 

 
 

 
Dr Galya Chinnery 

 
 
 

 
Prof Sandie Thomson 

GMT                                  14:00 
West Africa                     15:00 
Central/South Africa     16:00 
East Africa                       17:00 

Queries: 
Cheryl Valentine valdent@telkomsa.net 
 Karin Fenton  Karin.fenton@uct.ac.za 

 

 
 

Please pre-register to attend 
https://echo.zoom.us/j/91200339042?pwd=RHJPMUNRNG1KUzBqL1hKME9QLzhCUT09 

 

www.gastrofoundation.co.za 
The recordings of these webinars are available on the Gastro Foundation website  

 

G-ECHO 
A proud initiative of the Gastroenterology Foundation of sub Saharan Africa in partnership with 

Project ECHO and the University of New Mexico 
 



 

        
  

 

 

 
 
 

  
Prof Martin John Hale, MB ChB, LRCP(Edin), 
LRCS(Edin), LRCP&S(Glas), FC Path 
 
Prof Martin Hale is a specialist anatomical 
pathologist who has spent his entire career 
working in the public sector both in Zimbabwe 
and South Africa. He has extensive experience in 
diseases that are prevalent in sub-Saharan Africa, 
particularly infectious disease and malignancy, 
inclusive of HIV.  
 
Recently he has headed up histopathology 
support to the liver transplant unit which is the 
largest of its kind on the African continent. 
He is committed to the development of pathology 
in sub-Saharan Africa, a significant milestone 
being the successful hosting of the International 
Congress of the International Academy of 
Pathology in Cape Town, South Africa in 2012, a 
first for the African continent.  
 
Prof Hale has been involved with a number of 
collaborative research projects over the years,  
presented at numerous international meetings, 
authored and co-authored peer reviewed 
publications and book chapters and supervised a 
number of post-graduate students. He has been 
collaborating with Prof Shabir Madhi investigating 
childhood mortality, and recently, the SARS-CoV-2 
pandemic. 
 
 

G-ECHO 
A proud initiative of the Gastroenterology 

Foundation of sub Saharan Africa 
 in partnership with Project ECHO and the 

University of New Mexico 

 
 

G-ECHO PATHOLOGY 
GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa 

 

Thursday afternoon WEEKLY interactive case webinars  
 

HEPATOLOGY 
CLINICO-PATHOLOGICAL CASE PRESENTATIONS 

Thursday 12 November 2020  
 

Moderator: Prof Mashiko Setshedi 
 

Approach to the normal liver microanatomy 
Prof Martin Hale, Wits 

 

Case presentation 
Dr Bilal Bobat 

A 36 year old man with HIV, dysphagia and abnormal Liver Associated Enzymes 
 

 
 

 
Prof Martin Hale 

 

 
Dr Bilal Bobat 

GMT                                      14:00 
West Africa                         15:00 
Central/Southern Africa    16:00 
East Africa                            17:00 

Queries: 
Cheryl Valentine valdent@telkomsa.net 
 Karin Fenton  karin.fenton@uct.ac.za 

 

 

Please pre-register to attend 
https://echo.zoom.us/j/97629326104?pwd=S2hWNkV3K3JCWERJRHZGbmxHbXovUT09 

www.gastrofoundation.co.za 
The recordings of these webinars are available on the Gastro Foundation website 

 



 

        
  

 

 

 
 
 

  

In 2018 the introduction of the Extension for 
Community Healthcare Outcomes (ECHO) 
model of tele-mentoring for the treatment of 
chronic viral hepatitis B and C was initiated by 
Professor’s Wendy Spearman and Mark 
Sonderup in South Africa and facilitated by the 
Foundation.  ECHO links the Cape Town Hub 
with spokes in Johannesburg (SA), Kumasi 
(Ghana), Lagos (Nigeria) and Addis Ababa 
(Ethiopia) on a monthly basis and participation 
has grown as it has matured. With the advent 
of COVID, the ECHO model has been modified 
to include weekly COVID-related meetings 
hosted by experts in the field of epidemiology 
and infectious diseases. 
 

Now we  plan to extend ECHO meetings to 
other aspects  of Gastroenterology, beginning 
in September 2020 with G-ECHO incorporating  
a weekly programme which includes GI 
Endoscopy, Inflammatory Bowel disease (IBD), 
Patient Blood Management (PBM) and  a MDT 
approach to the Screening and treatment of 
Liver cancer (HCC) in SSA. COVID related issues 
will be addressed by each sub-specialty. 
 

The endoscopy program, in partnership with 
the World Endoscopy Organization (WEO), will 
include a series of talks hosted by WEO faculty 
on aspects of GI endoscopy relevant to the SSA 
continent. 
 

G-ECHO 
A proud initiative of the Gastroenterology 

Foundation of sub Saharan Africa in 
partnership with Project ECHO and the 

University of New Mexico. 

 

 

G-ECHO 
GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa 

 

Thursday afternoon WEEKLY interactive case webinars  
 

 

Thursday 8 October 2020  
Patient Blood Management :  

Replacing blood with iron 
 

Iron physiology, & the diagnosis of iron deficiency anaemia 
Prof Vernon Louw 

 

Investigating iron deficiency anaemia – a gastroenterologist’s approach 
Prof Mashiko Setshedi 

  

 

 
Prof Vernon Louw 

 

 
Prof Mashiko Setshedi 
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Central/Southern Africa    16:00 
East Africa                            17:00 

Queries: 
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 Karin Fenton  karin.fenton@uct.ac.za 
 

 
 

Please pre-register to attend 
https://echo.zoom.us/j/98335503172?pwd=MURXWFlNeDB3RlU5K2U3c2UveHFnQT09 

www.gastrofoundation.co.za 
The recordings of these webinars are available on the Gastro Foundation website 
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to include weekly COVID-related meetings 
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and infectious diseases. 
 

Now we  plan to extend ECHO meetings to 
other aspects  of Gastroenterology, beginning 
in September 2020 with G-ECHO incorporating  
a weekly programme which includes GI 
Endoscopy, Inflammatory Bowel disease (IBD), 
Patient Blood Management (PBM) and  a MDT 
approach to the Screening and treatment of 
Liver cancer (HCC) in SSA. COVID related issues 
will be addressed by each sub-specialty. 
 

The endoscopy program, in partnership with 
the World Endoscopy Organization (WEO), will 
include a series of talks hosted by WEO faculty 
on aspects of GI endoscopy relevant to the SSA 
continent. 
 

G-ECHO 
A proud initiative of the Gastroenterology 

Foundation of sub Saharan Africa in 
partnership with Project ECHO and the 

University of New Mexico. 

 

 

G-ECHO 
GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa 

 

Thursday afternoon WEEKLY interactive case webinars  
 

 

Thursday 17 September 2020  
Inflammatory Bowel Disease 

 

Conventional therapy in the management of IBD 
Prof Gill Watermeyer 

 

Case presentation: Interactive discussion 
Prof Mashiko Setshedi 
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East Africa                            17:00 

Queries: 
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Please pre-register to attend 
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www.gastrofoundation.co.za 
The recordings of these webinars will be available on the Gastro Foundation website 
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Endoscopy interest group meeting GIEQS Foundation 
        June 10 2023

















SESSION 11

SAGES/GASTRO FOUNDATION
VENUE:
THEME: ASGE POST GRAD COURSE
CHAIRPERSON: Sandie Thomson/Vikash Lala

08:00 - 08:10

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
GFSSA/GHASSA - Prof Kassianides
ASGE - Uzma Siddiqui/Kulwinder Dua

08:10 - 08:30

UGI bleed and Lower GI Bleed
Koushik Das, Andy Tau, Jennifer Christie

08:30 - 08:50

Atrophic gastritis/IM/gastric dysplasia
Dysphagia and reflux: workup and management
Vani Konda, Saowanee Ngamruengphong, and Ara Sahakian
Speaker

08:50 - 09:10 Commonly Encountered UGI Lesions
Dennis Yang

09:10 - 09:25 DEBATE: Barrett’s Management + Panel discussion
CUT: Peter V. Draganov ABLATE: Sachin B. Wani

09:25 - 09:35
Panel Discussion - Q&A 

09:35 - 09:50 Top 10 ways to improve your basic colonoscopy performance
Douglas K. Rex

09:50 - 10:05 Maximizing efficiency and success at polypectomy
Roy M. Soetikno

10:05 - 10:20 “Heated” Panel Debate on Polypectomy: Can Cautery Be Eliminated?
HOT - Audrey Calderwood COLD - Evelien Dekker

10:20 - 10:30 Panel discussion - Q&A

10:30 - 11:00 Tea / Brunch



SESSION 12

SAGES/GASTRO FOUNDATION
VENUE:
THEME: ASGE POST GRAD COURSE

CHAIRPERSON: Dion Levin/Adam Boutall + Chris Zaidy/Martin Brand

11:00 - 11:15 Using imaging for planning resection strategy in polypectomy
Michael Bourke, Rajesh Keswani, Tonya Kaltenbach

11:15 - 11:25 Real time endoscopic decision making for colon EMR
Tonya R. Kaltenbach 

11:25 - 11:35 Does the Data Determine Which Resection Method to Use in Polypectomy?
Rajesh N. Keswani

11:35 - 11:45 Endoscopic decision making to prevent recurrence and minimize adverse events
Michael J. Bourke

11:45 - 11:55 AI in Endoscopy 2023: How can it help your practice today
Prateek Sharma

11:55 - 12:10 Panel Discussion - Q&A

12:10 - 12:20 Biliary Stenting Pearls for Malignant vs Benign Biliary Strictures
Jeanin E. Van Hooft

12:20 - 11:30 Managing Bile Duct Stones of All Sizes
Shivangi Kothari

12:30 - 12:40 Overcoming challenges in pancreaticobiliary access
Gregory B. Haber

12:40 - 12:55 Panel discussion - Q&A 

12:55 - 13:00 Close - ASGE
Uzma Siddiqui/Kulwinder Dua

13:05 - 13:30 Close of congress
Speaker







Lancet Gastrohep 6:12,971 – 1056  Nov 2021







Feb 2024 Vol 9: 2 ; 93





IHPBA
 202413 - 17 May 2024





Friday 28 July 2023
Vineyard Hotel, Cape Town

10:00 – 11:30

Advocacy ∞  Awareness  ∞ Empowerment

World Hepatitis Day Media Briefing









Amb. Minata Samate Cessouma
Commissioner for Health African Union
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08:30 Registration and refreshments

08:45 Welcome and introduction        Prof Chris Kassianides

Chair: Prof Mark Sonderup and Dr Bilal Bobat

09:00: Overview of risks of mother-to-child transmission of    Prof Mark Sonderup
viral hepatitis in pregnancy      

     
09:25   Prevention of mother-to-child transmission of viral hepatitis   Prof Wendy Spearman

09:50 The clinical implications of hepatitis B virus genotypes and    Prof Anna Kramvis
HBeAg in paediatrics 

10:15 Hepatitis B is seen in children - how do we manage this?    Dr Penny Rose 

10:40 Brunch

Chair: Prof Marc Bernon and Dr Rene Krause

11:15 Hepatocellular carcinoma in pregnancy      Prof Ed Jonas 

11:40 Treatment options for Hepatocellular carcinoma and outcomes in SSA  Dr Sanju Sobnach

12:05  Palliative care for liver cancer and its role in primary Hepatocellular  Dr Rene Krause
carcinoma prevention

Chair:   Chris Kassianides

12:30     Lessons learnt from HIV advocacy        Prof Mark Heywood

12:55    Close           Prof Chris 
Kassianides

VIRAL HEPATITIS AND HEPATOCELLULAR CARCINOMA IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA BREAKING CYCLES OF INFECTION



Managing cirrhosis with limited resources – perspectives from SSA 
Sonderup M.W., Kamath P.S., Awuku Y.A., Desalegn H., Gogela N., Katsidzira L., Tzeuton C., Bobat 
B., Kassianides C., Spearman W.C., on behalf of the Gastroenterology and Hepatology Association of 
Sub-Saharan Africa (GHASSA) 

     Accepted Lancet Gastrohep 2023.





SSA H Pylori interest group

Comprehensive review of H pylori in SSA
              Short communication from this group

                           ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION
    Is there an African enigma and should we abolish the term ?
    Who to screen ? Asymptomatic vs Dyspeptic
    And how?  Finger prick vs POC stool test
    Who to endoscope?
    Use of the Gastropanel /Abolish the serum HP ab test?
    Use of Pepsinogen only to screen those that need Endoscopy
    Treatment Availability of Bismuth/ Can we get PYLERA?



 Uplifting SSA Endoscopy

• Regional centers of excellence
• State versus private

Academic institutions
 NGO and AU/NEPAD
 International societies WGO/WEO
 GIESQ’s

                PRIVATE SECTOR



HBV MOTHER TO CHILD TRANSMISSION AND MBDV
LIVER CANCER IN PREGNANCY

PALLIATIVE CARE 

Sat 2nd  Dec 2023
Vineyard Hotel, Cape Town

Promoting Gastroenterology for the Future.

Liver interest group meeting 

























SSA H Pylori interest group

Comprehensive review of H pylori in SSA
                      Short communication from this group

                               ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION
    Is there an African enigma and should we abolish the term ?
    Who to screen ?
    And how?  Finger prick vs POC stool test
    Who to endoscope?
    Use of the Gastropanel /Abolish the serum HP ab test?
    Use of Pepsinogen only to screen those that need Endoscopy
    Treatment Availability of Bismuth/ Can we get PYLERA?



ECHO GI Fellow post graduate Bi weekly program





20 countries in SSA
50 – 100 registrations

Beginning September 2020



38 countries
25 in Africa 



16
23

31
67

2022            2023

GECHO WEEKLY MEETINGS
2022 2023



Liver interest group meeting Addis Ababa 2016







Accepted SAMJ 2023



1st

Intestinal and Hepatology Ultrasound Course
for clinicians

29-30 July 2022
Cape Town Marriott Crystal Towers Hotel, Cape Town

Supporting Gastroenterology for the Future

Supported by an educational grant from Takeda
Equipment supplied by GE, Phillips, Siemens & TecMed

Gerhard Rogler
Luc Biederman





First quarter 2024

Promoting Gastroenterology for the Future.
Supported by 

Gastro Foundation
SSA viral hepatitis Ad board 









Saturday 2nd  December 2023
Vineyard Hotel, Cape Town

08:30 – 13:30

Promoting Gastroenterology for the Future.
Supported by 

Gastro Foundation 
14th Liver Interest group Meeting







Kulwinder  Dua Vinay Chandrasekhara







 
ASGE GHASSA ENDOSCOPY SYMPOSIUM 

DDW WASHINGTON DC 2024 
Proposal 

 
 
 

 
 

Introduction to GHASSA    
Chris Kassianides South Africa 

 
Endoscopy capacity in SSA -  literature review 
Leolin Katsidira  - Zimbabwe 
 
Endoscopy training in SSA   
           Rwanda Wisconson and GI rising 

Hanna Aberra  - Kigali 
 

Ethiopia and the WEO  
           Hailemichel Desalegn  - Addis Ababa 
 
           Nigeria and the WGO  

Ganiyat Oyeleke  - Lagos 
 
Endoscopy training in SA – Bridging divides through cross border training  
FELLOWSHIPS GHASSA GHECHO  and GIEQs 
Vikash Lala South Africa 
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SSA endoscopy 2023/24

• Endoscopy interest group meeting
• GHASSA/ASGE post grad course at SAGES
• 2 publications  in progress
  SSA H pylori
  SSA Endoscopy
• GHASSA/ASGE symposium 2024
• GIESQ’s





Endoscopy in SSA
H pylori infection





Gastro Foundation 
Endoscopy Interest Group Meeting

in association with GIEQS

Saturday 10 June 2023
Gautrain Radisson Hotel, Sandton



Inaugural Liver Interest Group meeting UCT 1999
            



SAGES report on academic gastro-intestinal unit survey
                SAMJ November 2004, Vol. 94, No. 11 
            

“Academic gastro-enterology is not functioning well, research
output is down and fewer trainees are choosing it as a career
path. The South African Gastro-enterology Society (SAGES)
council felt that a composite appraisal of the national problems
was necessary. I was tasked……..”

Sandie R Thomson is Professor of Surgery at the Nelson R Mandela
School of Medicine and Head of the Department of General Surgery
and the Endoscopy Unit at Addington Hospital. 



Geoff DusheikoGerhard Rogler

Fellows Post graduate program 2023





13th Fellows Post Graduate Course 2022
Vineyard hotel



          GHASSA 2023
                              

    2023 ECCO  LECTURE GILL WATERMEYER
                Copenhagen March 2023

               ECHO GHASSA SYMPOSIUM LIVER CANCER
              Virtual First quarter 2023

                            ASGE GASSA SSA ENDOSCOPY  SYMPOSIUM AT THE DDW
                    Chicago  May 2023 

                              GHASSA WORLD HEPATITIS DAY
                      JHB 28 July 2023

                                              GHASSA ASGE/HEPATOLOGY POSTGRADUATE COURSE  SAGES
                   Pretoria  August 2023

                                GF SSA  GHASSA LIVER INTEREST GROUP MEETING
                                         JHB  Dec 2023    


